Arabian Gulf. See Persian Gulf 

Arabian horse «. Any of a breed of swift horses native to Ara- 

Arabian Sea. The NW part of the Indian Ocean between Ara- 
bia and W India. 

Ar*a*blC (ar'a-bik) adj. Of or relating to Arabia, the Arabs, 
their language, or their culture. — n. A Semitic language con- 
sisting of numerous dialects that is the principal language of 
Arabia, Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, and parts of 
northern Africa. 

Arabic numeral n. One of the numerical symbols 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, or 0. 

a.rab'I'nose (a-rab'a-nos', ar'a-ba-) n. A crystalline pentose 
sugar, G s H 10 O5, obtained from plant polysaccharides such as 

. gums'and hemicelluloses. [{gum) arab{ic) + -in + -ose 2 .] 

Apab'ist (ar'a-bist) w. 1. A specialist in the Arabic language 
or culture. 2. One favorably disposed to Arab concerns. 

ar*a*ble (ar'a-bal) adj. Fit for cultivation, as by plowing, — n. 
Land fit to be cultivated. [ME < OFr. < Lat. arabilis < ardre, 

- to plow.] -ar'a*bll'i»ty «. 

A>ra*ca*ju (a-ra'ka-zhoo'). A city of E-central Brazil near the 
Atlantic Ocean SSE of Recife. Pop. 287,934. 

ar»a*chi"don»lC acid (ar'a-kl-d&n'ik) n. An unsaturated fatty 
.acid, C20H32O2, found in animal fats that is essential in hu- 
man nutrition. [< arachidic, of the groundnut < NLat. Ara- 

.hcbis, groundnut genus < Gk. arakis, arakid-, dim. of arakos, 

t;,a leguminous plant.] 

A«rach»ne (a-rak'ne) n. Gk. Myth. A young woman who chal- 
lenged Athena to a weaving contest and was turned into a 
spider. 

a?rach"nld (a-rak'md) «. Any of various arthropods of the 
•c;class Arachnida, characterized by four pairs of segmented legs 
and a body divided into two regions. [< NLat. Arachnida, 
(Splass name < Gk. arakhne, spider.] — a«rach'nl*dan (-ni- 

s%foi\) adj. & n: 

atrach-noid (a-rak'noid') adj. \.Anat. Of, relating to, or be- 
ing a delicate membrane enclosing the spinal cord and brain. 
$L Ofj relating to, or resembling arachnids. — n. 1 . See arach- 
noid. 2. Anat. The arachnoid membrane. [NLat. arachnoides < 
t Gk. arakhnoeides, cobweblike : arakhne, spider + -oeides, 
nf*oid.]: 

a>rach'no*phO"bi-a (a-rak'na-fo'be-a, -no-) n. An abnormal 

•<lfear of spiders, [arachn(id) + -phobia.] 

A.*'rad (a-rad')- A city of W Romania on the Muresul R.; part 
of Romania since 1920. Pop. 183,774. 

_Ar*a*fat (ar'a-fat', ar'a-fat'), Yasir. b. 1929. Leader of Al 

f:;lFatah and the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

Aira»fUTa Sea (a'ra-fdb'ra). A shallow part of the W Pacific 

i» Ocean separating New Guinea from Australia, 
f Ar*a*gon (ar'a-gon'). A region and former kingdom of NE 

>'Spain; united with Castile in 1479 to form the nucleus of 
; '^modern Spain. — Ar'a*go*nese' (ar'a-ga-nez', -neV) adj. 

'\& n. 

A*.ra*gon (ar-a-goN')> Louis. 1897-1982. French writer who 
Arwas a founder of literary surrealism. 

a*rag*o*n)te (a-rag'a-nlt', ar'a-ga-) n. An orthorhombic min- 
. tteral form of crystalline calcium carbonate. [After Aragon.] 

^A*ra»guaf«a or A*ra*gua*ya (ar'a-gwl'a). A river rising in 
ftf central Brazil and flowing c. 2,092 km (1,300 mi) to the To- 

l -Rcahtins R. 

Sea (ar'al). An inland sea E of the Caspian Sea between 
^'Kazakhstan and NW Uzbekistan. Once the fourth-largest 
A'iiuarid body of water, it is fast disappearing because of di- 
version of its two sources, the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya. 
T^am (ar'am, ar'-, a 'ram). In the Bible, an ancient country 
^qf r SW ^ s ' a > roughly coextensive with present-day Syria, 
£pB.*ma«lc (Sr'a-ma'flc) «. A Semitic language comprising 
f^eral dialeas, originally of the ancient Ara means. — At' a* 
m'kadj. 

me (ar'a-ma, a-ra'-) n. An edible, mild- flavored seaweed. 

%a*me«an or Ar»a»mae«an (aVa-me'an) -adj. Of or re- 
nting to Aram, its inhabitants, their language, or their cul- 
y re - 1, One of a group of Semitic peoples inhabiting 
$ am and parts of Mesopotamia from the 11th to the 8th 
'$£?Y y . B * c * 2 * See Aramaic. 

iSMn Islands (5 r 'an), Three small islands of W Ireland at the 

sSSf 006 10 Galwav Ba y- 

or h a " h0 a!so A *rap"a«hoe (a-r3p'a-ho') «., pi Arapaho 
-r . s a k° Arapahoe or -hoes. 1. A member of a Native 
soutK Wn peo P lc formerly inhabiting eastern Colorado and 
^.utrieast Wyoming, with present-day populations in Okla- 
UV? 3nd ccntral Wyoming. 2. The Algonquian language of 
^a'.n r f paho " t Crow aaraxpeahu, those with many tattoos.] 
"at? ( ma ( 5r '>pl f ma) «. A large South American fresh- 

en»K u fish ( Ara P aima m as )> U P to 3 meters < 10 fect ) in 
lafr* lAm.Sp. or Portuguese, both prob. of Tupian orig.) 

lei? (5r ' 5 - r3t ')» Mount - A massif > c - 5 ' 168 m < 16 ' 945 ft )» 
^""tme E Turkey; traditional resting place of Noah's ark. 

fc'T i**' Formcr ly A Tax»es (a-rak'sez). A river rising in 
tf£; 4Ur key and flowing c. 965 km (600 mi) along the Turkey- 
^nia and Awrbaijan-Iran borders. 



A*rau*ca (a-rou'ka). A river rising in N Colombia and flowing 

c. 805 km {500 mi) to the Orinoco R. in Venezuela. 
Ar'au'ca*ni*an (ar'6-ka'ne-an) also A«rau*can (a-ro'kan) n. 

1 . A member of a group of South American Indian peoples of 
south-central Chile and western Argentina. 2. The language 
of the Araucanians, which constitutes an independent lan- 
guage family. [Sp. araucano < Arauco, a former province of 
S-central Chile.] - Ar'au»ca'ni«an adj. 

ar»au*car*I'a (ar'6-kar'e-a) «. Any of several evergreen trees 
of the genus Araucaria, having awl-shaped leaves and 
whorled branches. [< Sp. araucaria, (tree) of Arauco, a for- 
mer province of S-central Chile.] 

Ar»a*wak {ar'a-wak') «., pi Arawak or -waks. 1. A member 
of a South American Indian people formerly inhabiting much 
of the Greater Antilles and now living chiefly in certain re- 
gions of Guiana. Z. The Arawakan language of the Arawak. 

Ar«a»wa*kan (ar'a-wa'kan) n., pi. Arawakan or -kans. 1. A 
member of a group of Indian peoples living in parts of Co- 
lombia, Venezuela, Guiana, the Amazon basin of Brazil, Par- 
aguay, Bolivia, Peru, and formerly most of the Greater An- 
tilles. 2. The family of languages spoken by the Arawakan 
peoples. — Ar'a«wa'kan adj. 

ar*ba*lest also ar*ba«llst (ar'ba-list) «. A medieval missile 
launcher designed on the principle of the crossbow. [ME ar- 
blast < OE < OFr. arbaleste < LLat. arcuballista: Lat. arcus, 
bow + Lat. ballista, ballista; see balusta.] — ar'baMest'er 
(-les'tar) «. 

At • be Ma (ar-be'la). An ancient town of Assyria in present-day 
N Iraq. Its name is sometimes given to the battle fought at 
Gaugamela, c. 97 km (60 mi) away, in which Alexander the 
Great defeated Darius III in 331 b.c. 

ar*bl*ter (ar'bi-tar) «. 1. One chosen to judge or decide a 
disputed issue; an arbitrator. 2. One who has the power to 
judge or ordain at will: art arbiter of fashion. [ME arbitre < 
OFr. < Lat. arbiter.] 

ar*bl«tra«ble (ar'bi-tra-bal) adj. 1. Subject to arbitration. 

2. Appropriate for referral to an arbitrator, 
ar*bi'trage {ar'bl-trazh') «. The purchase of securities on one 

market for immediate resale on another market, —intr.v. 
-traged, -trag«lng, -trag*es. To be involved in arbitrage. 
[ME, arbitration < OFr. < arbitrer, to judge < Lat. arbitrary 
to give judgment. See arbitrate,] 

ar«bl»tra*geur {ar'bl-tra-zhur') «. One that engages in arbi- 
trage. [Fr. < arbitrage, arbitration. See arbitrage.] 

ar«bitTa*ment {ar-blt'ra-mant) «. 1. The act of arbitrating; 
arbitration. 2. The judgment of an arbitrator. [ME arbitre- 
ment < OFr. < arbitrer, to judge. See arbitoage.] 

ar»bl-trar»y (ar'bi-treVe) adj. 1. Determined by chance, 
whim, or impulse: arbitrary division of the group into halves. 

2. Based on or subject to individual judgment or preference. 

3. Established by a court or judge rather than a specific law 
or statute, 4. Not limited by law; despotic: the arbitrary rule 

* of a dictator. [ME arbitrarie < Lat. arbitrdrius < arbiter, 
arbitr-, arbiter.] — ar'bi'trar'hly (-trar'a-le) adv. — ar'bl* 
trar'lTiess n. 

ar*bl*trate (ar'bl-trat') v. -trat-ed, -trat-lng, -trates. -rr. 

1 . To judge or decide in or as in the manner of an arbitrator. 

2. To submit to settlement or judgment by arbitration. — intr. 
1 . To serve as an arbitrator. 2. To submit a dispute to arbi- 
tration. [Lat. arbitrdri, arbitrat-, to give judgment < arbiter, 
arbitr-, arbiter.] 

ar'bl'tra'tlon (ar'bl-tra'shan) n. The process by which the 
parties to a dispute submit their differences to the judgment of 
an impartial person or group appointed by mutual consent or 
statutory provision. 

ar»bl»tra'tor (aVbi-tra'tar) «. 1. A person chosen to settle 
the issue between parties engaged in a dispute. 2. One having 
the ability or power to make authoritative decisions; an ar- 
biter. 

ar'bor 1 (ar'bar) n. A shady place in a garden or park, often 
made of rustic work or latticework on which plants are 
grown, [ME erber < OFr. erbier, garden < erbe, herb. See 

HERB.] 

ar»bor 2 (ar'bar) «. 1. An axis or shaft supporting a rotating 
part on a lathe. 2. A bar for supporting cutting tools. 3. A 
spindle of a wheel, as in clocks. 4. pi. ar'bOTes (ar'ba-rez')- 
A tree, as opposed to a shrub. [Fr. arbre < Lat. arbor, tree.] 

Ar*bor Day (ar'bar) n. An unofficial holiday observed in the 
United States, usu. in April, for the public planting of trees. 

ar a OOT6*aI (ar-bor'e-al, -bor'-) adj. 1. Relating to or resem- 
bling a tree. 2. Living in trees; arboreous: arboreal apes. [< 
Lat. arboreus < arbor, tree.] — ar*bo're*al»ry adv. 

ar*bo*re*OUS (ar-b6r'e-as, -bor'-) adj. 1. Having many trees; 
wooded. 2. Characteristic of a tree; treelike. 3. Arboreal. 

ar* bo* res* cent (aVba-res'ant) adj. Having the size, form, or 
characteristics of a tree; treelike. [Lat. arborescens, 
arborescent-, pr.part. of arborescere, to grow to be a tree < 
arbor, tree.] — ar'bOTes'cence n. 

ar*bo*re*tum (ar'ba-re'tam) n., pi -turns or -ta (-ta). A place 
where an extensive variety of woody plants are cultivated for 
scientific, educational, and ornamental purposes. [Lat. arbo- 
retum, a place grown with trees < arbor, tree.] 
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a pat 
a pay 
ar care 
a father 
e pet 
e be 
I pit 
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oi boy 
ou out 
06 took 
60 boot 
u cut 
ur urge 
th thin 
th this 
hw which 
zh vision 
a about 
item 



Stress marks: 

' (primary); 

' (secondary), as in 

dictionary (dik'sha-ner'e) 



THE 
AMERICAN 
HERITAGE 
COLLEGE 
DICTIONARY 



THIRD EDITION 




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 

Boston • New York 



V1ERICAN HERITAGE 

iT.T.rnr T n>-n r ^ ^ * 



Words are included in this Dictionary on the basis of their 
usage. Words that are known to have current trademark reg- 
istrations are shown with an initial capital and are also iden- 
tified as trademarks. No investigation has been made of 
common-law trademark rights in any word, because such in- 
vestigation is impracticable. The inclusion of any word in this 
Dictionary is not, however, an expression of the Publisher's 
opinion as to whether or not it is subject to proprietary rights. 
Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is to be regarded as 
affecting the validity of any trademark. 

American Heritage and the eagle logo are registered trade- 
marks of Forbes Inc. Their use is pursuant to a license agree- 
ment with Forbes Inc. 

Copyright © 1993 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
All rights reserved. 

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying and recording, or by any information storage or 
retrieval system without the prior written permission of 
Houghton Mifflin Company unless such copying is expressly 
permitted by federal copyright law. Address inquiries to Ref- 
erence Permissions, Houghton Mifflin Company, 222 Berkeley 
Street, Boston MA 02116. 



0-395-67161-2 (UPC) 



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
The American heritage college dictionary. —3rd ed. 
p. cm. 

ISBN 0-395-66917-0 (plain edge). -ISBN 0-395-44638-4 
(thumb edge). —ISBN 0-395-66918-9 (deluxe binding). 

1. English language— Dictionaries. 2. Americanisms. 
PE1628.A6227 1993 

423-dc20 92-42124 

CIP 



Manufactured in the United States of America 



